THE SPIRITUAL ISSUES 
OF THE WAR 


OBJECTS: 


il. Te provide for readers at home and abroad. information concerning the life and 
thought of the British Churches in wartime. 


2. To elucidate by news and quotations the spiritual issues at stake in the war: 


Neanber 180 


APRIL 15th, 1943 


RELIGION IN THE HOME 


H.M. the Queen’s Hope for Rebuilding 
Family Life 


In the course of a tribute to the women of 
the Empire, broadcast on April 11th, 1943, 
Her Majesty the Queen said : — 

‘“ T feel that in all the thinking and planning 
which we are doing for the welfare of our 
country and Empire—yes, and: concern for 
other countries, too—we women as home- 
makers have a great part to play, and, speak- 
ing as J do to-night from my own dearly loved 
home, I must say that I keenly look forward 
to a great rebuilding of family life as soon 
as the war ends. I would like to add, with 
my fullest conviction, that it is on the 
strength of our spiritual life that the right 
rebuilding of our national life depends. 

“In these last tragic years many have 
found in religion the source and mainspring 
of the courage and selflessness that they 
needed. On the other hand, we cannot close 
our eyes to the fact that our precious Chris- 
tian heritage is threatened by \adverse influ- 
ences. It does indeed seem to me that if 
the years to come are to see some real 
spiritual recovery, the women of our nation 
must be deeply concerned with religion, and 
our homes the very place where it should 
start ; it is the creative and dynamic power 
of Christianity which can help us to carry 
the moral responsibilities which history is 
placing upon our shoulders. If our homes 
can be truly Christian, then the influence of 
that spirit will assuredly spread like leaven 
through all the aspects of our common life, 
industrial, social, and political. 

“The King and I are grateful to think 
that we and our family are remembered in 
your prayers. We need them and try to 


live up to them. And we also pray that God 
will bless and guide our people in this country 
and our great family throughout the Empire, 
and will lead us forward, united and strong, 
into the paths of victory and peace.’’ 


STOCKHOLM BISHOP’S TRIBUTE 
TO NORWAY 

On April 9th, 1943, the third anniversary 
of the invasion of Norway, a memorial service 
for Norwegians who have fallen was held in 
the Storkyrka, the principal church of Stock- 
holm, and an address was given by Bishop 
Manfred Bjorkquist (who was recently conse- 
crated as the first Bishop of Stockholm, and 
is one of the acknowledged leaders of the 
Swedish Church). 

The Bishop said in his address: ‘‘ When 
the disaster came, a new Norway rose with 
steeled courage, and that is where we now 
are. The time of trial has brought the 
Northern peoples more and more closely to 
each other in spite of everything that makes 
the position difficult and obscure. After 
various phases of destiny we have now come 
to a point where the colours of Sweden and 
Norway are intermingled in the wreaths which 
we are laying on to-day’s monument. The 
people of Norway have never been closer to 
our hearts. In unison we pay homage to the 
heroes who have fallen in the fight for the 
justice inherited from their forefathers, and 
for spiritual freedom for their homes, their 
fatherland and the North. We are grateful 
for their encouraging example, for the fact 
that they backed up their faith with the will 
to sacrifice. 

‘* Sweden’s Church has a special reason for 
gratitude for what her sister church has done 
in her life and death struggle. We pray that 
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leaders and teachers. (Here followed a 
minute of silence in honour of the fallen.) 
Let us also pray for those who follow the 
straight and painful path of an enlightened 
‘conscience to its utmost consequences. 


‘Dean Fjellbu (the courageous Dean of 
Trondheim Cathedral and hero of the famous 
incident which took place there on February 
‘Ist, 1942._Ep.)—wherever he may be now— 
said in a sermon last year: ‘I often wonder 
what things will be like when the war is over. 
I remember what things were like after the 
last war. The hope flourished that everything 
would be renewed, especially among. Youth. 
Now, however, we have learned that nothing 
can be renewed without being permeated by 
the spirit of Christ.’ In a Lent sermon last 
year, Dean Fjellbu said: ‘ Lent is coming, 
and it will probably be a Lent of suffering in 
many ways for us and our people. But it 
may have a greater importance and spiritual 
strength than ever before, if we only follow 
the path of Jesus through death and resurrec- 
tion. I invite you to Lent—a time of defeat 
with certain victory at its end.’ 

““ The whole of the North should listen to 
the prophetic voices of the Norwegian Church. 
In the near future they will be echoed 
throughout the whole of Christianity. They 
speak with the joint authority of justice and 
love, which no one can destroy. 


““We are all longing for a new epoch, the 
more so as the bloody battle continues. 
‘We hope that we shall have learned something 
from the immeasurable suffering. We must 
not lose this faith nor cease to pray for its 
fulfilment. We know that the. results of 
actions cannot be wiped out and that justice 
will prevail in its own way. We also know 
that it is human to hate. But hatred is the 
most sterile of all the emotions. We cannot 
build our faith on a basis of hatred and 
revenge. That would deprive us of our 
victory, and we should sink in defeat. 


“Tt is nations and their leaders who are 
responsible for acts, not the many individuals 
with their limited responsibility: we do not 
notice these ; we just include them in their 
nation. But we must not forget that there 
is a brotherhood of martyrs who do not count 
with nations and boundaries. There are 
those martyrs who are comforted by the fact 
that they can openly stand up for what they 
consider right and just. But there are also 
martyrs who are bound to silence, perhaps by 
loyalty. They are bound by the conflicts of 
duty, and the fact that they must suffer as 
responsible for their nation’s acts increases 


their martyrdom, although they can do little 
to ease their nagging consciences. They may 
be doing what they can to soften the results 
of injustice, but they do and must bear their 
share of the responsibility. There are such 
people in all nations.”’ 


NORWEGIAN CHURCH REPLIES TO 
DANISH GREETING 

We can now publish the text of the reply 
sent by Professor Hallesby on behalf of the 
Temporary Church Leadership in Norway to 
the Bishop of Copenhagen who, as we re- 
ported in Spiritual Isswes No. 178, recently 
sent a greeting to the Norwegian Church on 
behalf of the Church in Denmark. The reply 
runs : — 
‘“ Dear Friend and brother,, 

‘“ The letter which you sent to me on be- 
half of the bishops of Denmark has been a 


great joy and encouragement to us all. And © | 


I beg you to convey to them our heartfelt 
thanks. The communion of the spirit and 
the brotherly love which came to us in your 
letter did us good. Yes, we live in a hard 
time. God has laid His powerful hand upon 
us. But God is merciful, even when He 
chastises us. And in these last three years 
we have experienced His gracious care and 
His powerful deeds as never before in our 
lives. In the trials which have met us we 
have found great blessings for individuals, 
and they have had the greatest importance 
for our Church. We look back with thanks 
to God, and we look forward with humility— 
always with trust in God. And now we greet 
you—bishops in our sister Church, and wish 
you the rich grace and strength of God to do 
the works of the Church and carry on the 
fight of the Church in this great time, which 
we all certainly thank God for having lived 
in. The Lord make His face to shine upon 
you. With affectionate brotherly greetings, 
Yours sincerely, O. HALLESBY.”’ 


CATHEDRAL AND HIGH STREET 


Bishop’s Reflections on ‘“ Religion and 
Life ”’ 

. One of the features of religious life in war- 
time Britain is the way in which barriers are 
being broken down between religious and 
secular activities. An example of this is the 
rapid extension of ‘“‘ Religion and Life. 
Weeks ’’ .in many British towns and cities. 

The Bishop of Exeter, in his Diocesan 
Leaflet for April, makes the following inter- 
esting comments growing out of the “‘ Re- 


_ the Cathedral has to say. 


ligion and Life Week’’ in bomb-scarred 
Exeter.0%\! 

““ Every reader remembers Exeter High 
Street as it was: its Guildhall, its shops, 
banks, restaurants, cinemas. That stands 
for Life—industry, commerce, food, amuse- 
ment. There people work, laugh, and are 
natural. There they win or lose their man- 
hood and womanhood. There is ‘ the real 
thing,’ or so it seems. Just off the High 
Street, off the main stream of Life in a quiet 
Close stood the Cathedral ; very old, very 
beautiful, much admired, occasionally visited, 
but remote, aloof from High Street, .a little 
bit old-fashioned ; or so it seemed. It is a 
picture which sets out very fairly the popular 
conception of the relationship of Life and 
Religion. High Street, and all it stood for, 
was not really interested in the Cathedral and 
all it stood for. It had also assumed that the 
Cathedral had not much to say that was up 
to date and relevant to High Street. The 
man in the street had allowed life to be 
divorced from religion. The man in the 
Cathedral, the Church and the Chapel had 


_ too easily allowed his religion to be divorced 


from life. It was bad ; bad for High Street ; 
bad for the Church and the Chapel. 

““Then came the “blitz.” A year or so 
ago a great change came over the old familiar 
picture. High Street is not what it was. Its 
banks and shops are gone. Already it is 
difficult to remember exactly where they 
stood. The very foundations are exposed. 
The Cathedral still stands, wounded, indeed, 
but still erect.: Its foundations were good. 
But a wonderful thing has happened. The 


Cathedral is no longer hidden by High Street. - 


It has come into new view and new beauty. 
Many people are seeing it for the first time. 
The railings round it have disappeared. It 
dominates the High Street. It is no longer 
remote or aloof. It looks friendly and re- 
assuring. It tells of things that have sur- 
vived, have lasted long and worn well. 


“ The two pictures, pre-‘ blitz ’ and post- 
“ blitz,’ tell a tale which any reader may read 


for himself. They have a moral for High 
Street. ‘Man cannot live by bread 
alone.’ They have a warning for any Cathe- 


‘dral, Church, or Chapel. ‘Go ye out into 


the highway.’ The Religion and Life Weeks 
are an attempt to bring Religion and Life, 
Life and Religion together again. High 
Street, we hope, will begin to take a new 
interest in, and see a new meaning in, what 
Bishops, deans 
and chapters, clergy and ministers will learn, 


we hope, to understand what High Street 3s 
thinking about and tell the old truths in a new 
way in a language which High, Street can 
understand. It will be good both for Religion 
and Life. The divorce between them has 
been disastrous. What God has joined to- 
gether cannot be put asunder without disaster. 
They were joined together on the day that 
Jesus said: ‘I am come that men may have 
Life and have it more abundantly.’ ”’ 


THE EFFECT OF THE WAR ON 
CHRISTIAN CO-OPERATION 


Movements towards greater co-operation 
between Christian Churches and in some cases 
towards organic unity are a striking feature in 
world Christianity at the present time. Some 
of these movements have a purely religious 
and ecclesiastical origin, i.e., they grow out 
of religious convictions concerning the unity 
of the Church or from the practical necessities 
of Community service in war-time. 

A quite different type of unity is that 
which is imposed from above by totalitarian 
powers ; this is the ecclesiastical form of the 
Fihvrer-prinzip. State authorities which wish 
to dominate the churches in their territories 
often begin by forcing the churches to accept 
a unity which appears to have little founda- 
tion other than the requirements of State 
policy. The best example of this is to be 
found in Japan, where the churches have 
accepted a hastily conceived federation. It 
was the same principle which inspired Nazi 
Church policy in the early days of the move- 
ment, when the object was to unify all the 
provincial evangelical churches under the 
control of one Reichsbischof. In the occupied 
territories strong efforts have been made by 
the Nazis to impose similar unifications, one 
sign of this being the compulsory appoint- 
ment of bishops in the evangelical churches of 
South-Eastern Europe and the establishment 
of close links between these Lutheran churches 
and the official German Lutheran Church. In 
Asia the same tendency can be seen in the 
unification of Christian bodies in occupied 
China under the control of the Japanese 
(Methodist) Bishop Abe. 

There is, however, a third type of increas- 
ing co-operation between Christian bodies, 
namely, that which springs from a common 
resistance to tyranny and a common defence 
against totalitarian paganism. We have 
given frequent instances of this from Hol- 
land, France and Germany itself. The latest 
example to come to our notice comes from | 
Hungary, where throughout this Spring much 


attention has been given in the Christian 
Press.to the question of Christian unity. The 
diseussion was ‘begun by an article in Pester 
iloyd: by the Arch-Abbot. Dr. Krizosztom 
Kelemen von Pannonhalma, an important 
Roman Catholic leader. In this article he 
discussed the possibility of a rapprochement 
between Catholicism and Protestantism ‘in 
Hungary. Bishops of the evangelical 
churches replied :with articles in a similar 
iriendly spirit. Thus Dr. Ravasz wrote in 
Pester Lloyd: 

‘The hope for a closer relationship be- 
tween the Churches must not be given up, 
especially at such a time as this. A real 
meeting between them is a necessity, because 
the Christian faith as a whole is being attacked 
by powerful spiritual opposition forces, in 
comparison with which gnosticism or Islam 
was only a breath of wind. The extension 
of cecumenical relations is also urgently 
called for because the number of indifferent 
and apostate people in every Church has be- 
come immeasurably great. A time may 
come when the defence of Western culture, 
of Christian humanity, must take place on 
the basis of a common conviction concerning 
ultimate spiritual questions. A common 
allegiance to the one holy Christian Church 
forms the appropriate basis for this united 
defensive struggle. While maintaining their 
own position, the various Churches should 
study the question whether a common pro- 
gramme of action for to-day cannot be drawn 
from the universal doctrine of Christianity.”’ 

On the Roman Catholic side a new maga- 
zine has been started ‘‘ to promote the rap- 
prochement of Roman Catholic and Protes- 
tant Church members ”’ ; it is entitled ‘* The 
Way to Unity.”’ 


NAZIS SHOCKED BY RELIGIOUS, 
MOVEMENTS 

‘“ A sense of: shocked surprise web ‘the 
Nazi reaction to evidences of an upsurge: of 
religious . feeling reported to be developing 
among the German people... 

‘“ A Berlin Nazi paper, Die Weltliteratur, 
recently conceded that religion’ is ‘ taking 
hold among. all. classes, both educated and 
uneducated,’ and described this development 
as “a growing danger for Nazism.’ 

‘* Asserting that ‘ the flight of the German 
masses from reality ’ is daily becoming more 
marked, the Nazi organ declared, ‘ We 
should set ourselves against this superstition. 
The influence of religion upon the life of the 
German people is becoming extraordi ;? 

‘“* Another Nazi paper protested, ‘ It is in- 
credible! In 1942, the fourth year of the 
war, a German dares to praise the Old - 
Testament.’ *’ 

Philadelphia Inquirer, March 20th, sche 


PRAYER FOR GOOD FRIDAY 

The following prayer has been written by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury for. use on 
Good Friday. Itis intended as an additional 
collect to the one appointed :— 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
hast. declared to us thy will through the 
Prophets of Israel and through Jesus Christ 
thine only Son, we pray thee to look in thy 
mercy upon the Jews who are suffering bitter 
persecution and are under threat of massacre ; 
turn the hearts of their oppressors, and show 
us the way to help them in their need ; 
through Him who was lifted up on the Cross 
to draw all men to Himself, and now liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
one God blessed for ever. Amen. 
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